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From the Pastor:   
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  Summer  2010 

―10-10-80‖ 

What is that?  The signals being called by a 

quarterback in football?  The combination to 

a safe or a school locker?  The plotting 

marks for a GPS system?  

Answer:  none of the above. 

10-10-80 is a guideline for our financial life 

as good stewards of all that God has pro-

vided.   I share this because it is a good goal 

to aim for that applies to all of us (even teen-

agers!). 

Whatever your income, start with offering to 

the Lord 10% of it – a tithe.  (This is obvi-

ously not my idea – it is the teaching of the 

Bible.)  Take the next 10% and save or in-

vest it wisely.  Use the remaining 80% to 

live on and buy what you need. 

It certainly will not be possible to go from 2-

18-80 to 10-10-80 in one ―leap.‖  Nor will it 

be possible to go from 2-4-94 at one time.  

But 10-10-80 is a very good goal to aim for 

and work toward.  It makes all of us think 

about what’s important in our lives.  It helps 

us all look at our spending and think of ways 

we can be better stewards of God’s gifts.  It 

helps us to put something away for unfore-

seen emergencies that will inevitably come 

along in life. 

The somewhat slower pace of life in the 

summer affords us a time to track our spend-

ing and figure out how we could come closer 

to 10-10-80.  Give it a try, and you might 

even surprise yourself with some of the 

changes you make in your own life’s habits. 

Pastor Wickert 
 

The Parish Digest 

Vol. XXXIX 

No. 7 
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Web address: 

www.robesonlutheranchurch.org 

 

A mailbox is located outside the church office for anyone who has 

written information for staff, chairpersons, preschool, or other 

leaders. 

Rev. Grant Wickert, Interim Pastor 

Home:  610-939-9783  Office: 610-856-7242 

Office hours:  Tues.: 9-2; if this is not convenient, please call 

Email address:  grantwickert@verizon.net 

Rev. Luther Routte’, Associate Pastor 

Home:  610-372-0536  Office:  610-856-7242 

Email address:  lroutte@verizon.net 

Susan J. Creed, Minister of Christian Ed. —Home 610-777-8241 

Office Hours: M-TH 1-4:00   610-856-7242 

Email address:  screed@dejazzd.com 

Louise Wilson, Minister of Music—Home: 610-273-3911 

Debbie DeMarco, Parish Secretary    

Home: 610-856-7386  Office: 610-856-7242  

Office Hours: M-TH 9-4; Friday 9-12:00 

Email address:  ddemarco@dejazzd.com 

Donna Kleinsmith, Office Assistant—T & Th 12:00-4:00 p.m. 

Email address:  dkleinsmith@dejazzd.com 

Donna Conte, Preschool Director    

Office Hours: M-Th 1-3; F 9-12  610-856-7613 
 

Council Officers: 

Terre Lewis, President  Richard Kleinsmith, V. Pres. 

John Lauer,  Secretary                      Dorothy Martin, Treasurer 
Kay Good, Treasurer Special Funds    

Peter Albohn, Financial Secretary 

Other Council Members:   

Chris Leister    Allison Horvath 

Tammy Taylor    David Fox 

Jane Meyers    Diane Morlock 

Zachary Schlouch 
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Happy Birthday to our Seniors! 
 
JULY: 
Elsie Evans—July 4 
Louise Wilson—July 12 
Glenn Beam—July 17 
Mildred Buss—July 20 
Pastor Sue Fox—July 25 
Mary McVaugh—July 30 
 
August: 
Mildred Ludwig—August 2 
Bill Wilson—August 15 
Evelyn Hoffert—August 24 
 
Coming up in September: 
Donald Eckert—Sept. 14 
Grace Moore—Sept. 16 
Ada Peters—Sept. 18 
Henry Eyrich—Sept. 22 
Betty Zellner—Sept. 25 
Leonard Kinder—Sept. 29 
 
Did we miss anyone?  If you are a “Senior” Member over age 
62 and wish to be included on the birthday list, please call the 
church office at 610-856-7242. 

 
PARISH REGISTER 

 

WEDDING:  

6/12/10—Lucas Kemp and Jenna Shupp 

 

BAPTISMS: 

5/30/10—Jacob Mergner, son of Daniel and Krystal Mergner 

6/20/10—Keagan Rowan Davis, son of Nathaniel and Melissa    

     Davis 
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FROM OUR MAILBOX: 

       May 14, 2010 

Dear Pastor Wickert, 

 Please thank the people of God at Robeson for the wonder-

ful hospitality and uplifting spirituality of the West Berks Mission 

District’s Ascension Worship last night.  What a blessing to have 

all of us gathered together in Christ!   

 Thank you, too, for bringing us the Word.  Your sermon 

was terrific – God worked through you to touch all of us.   

 May the Lord continue to bless your ministry. 

 

In Christ’s Love,  Pastor Carol B. Kehler 

 

Dear Marion, 

 Well, I now know that I can always count on delicious food 

(and lots of it) at Robeson!  Thank you so much for the wonderful 

reception following the West Berks Mission District’s Ascension 

Worship.  It was wonderful!  Please pass my thanks on to those 

who helped you. 

 

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Kehler 

 

Dear Ladies of the Church Auxiliary, 

 Just a note to let you know that all of your hard work at 

Mom’s funeral luncheon were greatly appreciated.  Thanks again.  

 

Jim Lawrey and Family  
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

BREAKFASTS:  Geigertown Fire Company—First Sunday; Breck-

nock Fire Company—second Sunday; St. Benedict R.C.Church—

third Sunday. 

 

MOMS CLUB OF ROBESON TOWNSHIP 

You are invited to join the Mom’s Club which meets at Robeson 

Lutheran Church on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  The meeting 

time is 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  If you would like more information 

please call Allison at 610-856-5226. 
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE: 
The call committee heard the candidate preach earlier 

this month.  We are now having follow-up meetings and 

discussions with the candidate.  Please keep the call 

committee and the candidate in your prayers as we 

continue with the process.  
  

Thank you, 

Wendy Yost 

Call Committee Chairperson  

 

DIGEST DEADLINE for the September issue is 

Monday, August 16.  Please have all your group’s 

information into the church office by that date so it can 

receive due publicity.  Thank you. 

 

VACATION FOR PASTOR ROUTTE’: 

Pastor Routte is taking some well-deserved time off 

from June 25-July 8.  During that time, if you have 

needs for pastoral visitation, please call Pastor Wickert.  

Please also let him know of any hospitalizations and be 

sure to use our identification numbers at the local 

hospitals.  Thanks you. 

 

 

CAMP NOAH BRUNCH on July 11, following the 9 

a.m. service.  $5 per person included quiche or casserole, 

muffin, fruit and a beverage.  All money raised will go 

toward airfare for  the Camp Noah team leaving for 

Wisconsin on July 17th.  Please come to support this 

mission. 
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SUMMER SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 

 

COMMUNION SERVICES THIS SUMMER: 
Saturday, July 3 – 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 4 – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, July 11 – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, August 1 – 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday, August 7 – 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, August 8 – 9:00 a.m. 

Please be sure to mark these on your calendar and be present with 

the Lord at his table. 

 

Reminder:  The fall schedule of two services resumes August 

29th. 

 

HEALING SERVICES DURING THE SUMMER: 
Yes, there will still be a healing service on the 4th Sunday of the 

month after the service.  On July 25 and August 22, we will 

gather in the old parlor as close to 10 a.m. as possible.  The ser-

vices are very informal and usually last 30-35 minutes.  All are 

welcome, and all are encouraged to attend. 

 

 

HYMN SING ON JULY 18TH 
The votes for your favorite hymns, taken over the last couple of 

months, have been tallied and we are ready for our hymn sing at 

the service on July 18th. 

 

So many hymns were suggested, in fact, that it would be impossi-

ble to use them all in one day. 

 

There, on other summer Sundays, we will be singing many of the 

other hymns that were suggested as a way of using more sugges-

tions for the congregation to enjoy. 

 

―Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.‖ 
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 Menôs Group 
The men continue to meet for breakfast on the 

second Saturday of each month at 7:30 a.m. 

here in our own Hoeffer Hall.  They are always 

looking for more men to join the group. 

The next Men’s Breakfast is scheduled for July 

10. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Robeson Robins Senior Group Calendar 

 

August 10—Seniors Picnic—to be held in Hoeffer Hall.  

Hot dogs and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a cov-

ered dish to share.  Following the picnic lunch, the group 

will play bingo and enjoy the program Seniors Helping 

Seniors.  Hope to see you there! 

(Please note, there is no meeting in July and the picnic is 

on the 2nd Tuesday of August.) 

 
 
  

  

THANKS TO OUR PRESCHOOL! 
During the month of June the preschool had the Christian 

Ed. wing painted and re-floored (carpeting and vinyl floor-

ing).  They also made some renovations to their classrooms 

and office.  If you haven’t had a chance to check out these 

changes, make an effort to walk through this wing and see 

the improvements.  We thank the preschool board and staff 

for all their hard work in undertaking this task. 

The preschool is closed for the summer but will be starting 

up again in September with filled to capacity classes.  

There may still be a few openings in some of the age levels, 

so if you are interested call the preschool office today (610-

856-7613) and someone will get back to you to answer 

your questions. 
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FINANCIAL NEWS: 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Income for May:    $23,065.18 

Other Income:              $ 1,475.55  (in/out) 

Checks issued for May:   $23,661.44 

Checking  balance brought forth:     $43,064.48 

Checking balance as of 5/31/2010 $43,943.77 

Unpaid Bills for May:  None 

     

Respectfully submitted,  Dorothy Martin, Treasurer 

 

 

SPECIAL FUNDS REPORT: 
TOTAL  ASSETS 5/31/10             $107,975.73 

Special funds received in May:   $   1,272.00     

OUTFLOW: none  

 

 -Kay Good, Treas. Spec. Funds 

 

COMING SOON:  A NEW WAY TO HELP ROBESON 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

As you may know, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is 

launching a new charitable grant program and benefit of 

membership called ―Thrivent Choice.‖  Choice dollars will 

be designated to some Thrivent Financial members when 

that part of the program launches this summer.  (Thrivent 

Financial member eligibility will be based on fraternal bene-

fit society product ownership and Thrivent Financial volun-

teer leadership.  Helping direct Choice dollars will be subject 

to the terms and conditions of the Thrivent Choice program.) 

As always, Robeson Lutheran is grateful for your considera-

tion when you make charitable giving plans.  If you are a 

Thrivent Financial member who learns you will be eligible to 

direct Choice Dollars (watch your mail for details from 

Thrivent Financial this summer), we ask you to consider our 

congregation as you help direct Thrivent Financial’s charita-

ble funds. 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE 14TH: 

 

1. Pastor Wickert’s contract with the church was extended  

      one month through August. 

 

2. With deep regret, the resignation of Louise Wilson as 

organist-choir director, effective January 1, 2011, was 

accepted. 

 

3. Decisions about revamping the worship-time nursery will 

be made at the Heads of Committees meeting at the end 

of June. 

 

4. Watch for details over the summer about the pastoral call 

process.  At present, it seems to be coming to a conclu-

sion. 

 

 

 

A NOTE TO WORSHIP LEADERS: 

 

Are you an acolyte, lay reader, assisting minister, or usher? 

If so, we urge you to check the schedule of services in each 

―Digest‖ to see what Sundays you are being asked to serve. 

We are ―launching‖ a new system based on the recent Time 

and Abilities survey.  We are asking that you look at the 

schedules in the ―Digest,‖ markdown on your calendar when 

you have a certain responsibility and then attend at that ser-

vice to fulfill the responsibility for which you volunteered. 

We also are asking that, if you cannot attend on the Sunday 

assigned, that you call someone else on the list and switch 

days or just have someone substitute for you.  If you abso-

lutely cannot find anyone to take your place, then call Donna 

Kleinsmith in the church office. 

Thank you so much for your cooperation. 
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VBS and SPORTS CAMP 

        A Big Success! 
If attendance is an indication of a suc-

cessful program both VBS and the Sports 

Camp were big hits.  Everyone at both 

events seemed to have fun, while also learning 

God’s Word.  This is a super outreach to our community.  To 

all the staff who are indispensible I want to say a big 

THANK YOU!  May God’s Word dwell in you!  -Sue Creed 

 

JULY  18 

SUNDAY SCHOOL /CHRISTIAN ED. EVENT 

 

An education staff  person from the Synod will be with us on 

Sunday, July 18th following worship (about 10:30) to lead us 

in evaluating our Sunday School curriculum, the format be-

ing used and how to make necessary changes for a more ef-

fective educational program.   

We have been using a combination of traditional classroom 

material and rotation model material.  Cheryl Statham(the 

representative) will help us determine which model would be 

most effective in our circumstances.  This meeting is open to 

all people interested in our Christian Education programs – 

Sunday School, Bible School, confirmation, etc.  The session 

will not be longer than two hours.  A light lunch will be pro-

vided.  If you would like to attend please call or email Sue 

Creed – screed@dejazzd.com.  

 

RALLY DAY PROGRAM 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER  12, 2010 

The Christian Education committee has put plans in place for 

the beginning of the 2010-2011 Christian Ed. year.  Rally 

Day, September 12, at 9:00a.m. the Reading Jugglers will  

perform for everyone’s enjoyment using their God-given tal-

ents.  You will hear more about this event in the future 

through bulletin announcements.  Please ―juggle‖ your 

schedule so that you can be present for the group of talented 

and entertaining people. 
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CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS 

By the time this reaches you, you have probably received word 

that there are two continental breakfasts for ushers in July, both 

at 8 a.m. on July 11 and 25.  It is hoped that every usher will be 

able to attend one of them.  The purpose of these times of shar-

ing is to enjoy fellowship and go over basic procedures of ush-

ering so that everyone is ―on the same page‖ about his/her role 

in the worship services.  Please call the church office or email 

ddemarco@dejazzd.com to indicate which date you will be 

able to attend.  Thanks. 
 

JOYFUL NOISE OFFERINGS 

What amazing ministries we help with our Joyful Noise offer-

ings!  The recipients of these offerings in the summer are: 

July 25 – Operation Book Bag – assists the West Berks Mis-

sion District in buying supplies so that poor children 

(especially in the Reading Public Schools) may have basic 

school supplies with which to start the year.  (We also will be 

asked to bring in the actual supplies.) 

August 22 – Family Promise – Robeson participates heavily in 

this program by hosting families for a week (four times in 

2010).  Goal of the program is to assist homeless families dur-

ing a time of transition in their lives so they can live independ-

ently in society again. 

Please support both of these very worthwhile ministries.  

Thank you. 

 

Living With Loss Support Group 

When someone we love dies, we often feel overwhelmed, 

frightened and lonely.  Sharing our thoughts and feelings with 

others who have experienced a loss can alleviate our sense of 

aloneness and can give us needed encouragement.   

On Monday evenings, September 20 to October 25, from 6:30 

to 8:00 PM, a six-week grief support group will meet at Kiss-

inger Lutheran Church, 715 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing, PA.  

Led by a counseling professional, the group will share experi-

ences and coping strategies.  The group, which is sponsored by 

Bean Funeral Homes, is free but advanced registration is re-

quired.  For more information or to register, please call  Diakon 

Family Life Services at 1-888-499-2699 (toll free). 
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WE ARE FAMILY HERE AT RLC 

Before my family joined this church, we had almost no local sup-

port system.  We had moved from Delaware County, had no rela-

tives nearby, and had just added a fourth child to our family. Two 

of the most important factors in joining our church were its size 

and camaraderie.  Evelyn Hoffert's smiling face while planting 

flowers, and the Mom's Support Group stood out. There were not 

so many people that I would be lost in the crowd.  Calling Debbie 

in the church office, she’d given me Bonnie Lauers name, and 

when I called, she’d taken the time to talk with me.  I needed this 

environment for the Christian light radiating forth.  I wanted my 

family to be a part of the Robeson Lutheran family. 

 

Now, over ten years later, we are blessed to be active in worship 

and the missions of RLC.  We now have the opportunity to help 

out other church families that are experiencing stressful situations, 

by providing meals.  Thanks to Heather Vallet, we have a great 

new schedule set up that is easily implemented; we would like to 

encourage more congregation members to be part of this.  Once on 

the list, it is totally up to the individual when you will help out.  

You would be notified of a need, given dates that could be filled, 

and it would be left up to you as to whether you could prepare a 

meal on any of those dates.  If not that time, some time in the fu-

ture would always arise.  Also, we need everyone to call the 

church office when they know of individuals or families in need.  

We, or they, can then contact that person to ask when and how of-

ten they could use meals, and we will set up a schedule from there.  

You will all see how easily it works, and how helpful this can be to 

our church family members. 

 

All we need now is for any one of you to call and add your name 

to our list. 

 

With many thanks, 

Carol Gerace and Heather Vallet 
 
Church Office:  (610) 856 - 4272 

Carol Gerace:    (610) 404-4070 

Heather Vallet:  (610) 913-1393 
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YOUTH NEWS: 
 

We thank the 

members of 

Plowshares who 

made the pins 

with the pictures 

of Libby, Marie 

and Jean to be 

worn by walk-

ers/team members at Relay for Life. We also thank the mem-

bers of the Sr. Youth who helped with the set-up at Relay for 

Life at the Twin Valley High School and those who camped 

overnight and walked the late/early shift.   

 

Sr. Youth Summer Calendar: 

Creation 2010 (June 30th ï July 4th) 

       At this time 8 youth have signed up to go to Creation.   

 

Joyful Noise Offering July 25 th 

 Youth Committee will use offering to purchase supplies 

to make book bags for the Plow Shares mission. 

 

Youth Sunday - Sun Aug 29th 

   

Reading Phillies ï Sun Aug 29th  

   Pastor Wickert has 22 tickets for the Reading Phillies 

game on Aug 29th.  Sr. Youth should see Jen Padron if you 

would like to attend this game. 

 

 

CAMP NOAH UPDATE:  Since we have been assigned a 

site in Wisconsin, we will be holding fund raisers to help pay 

for air fare.  Please support our team by attending the Brunch 

to be held on July 11 (see special article on page 3).  

  

Next Youth Committee meeting will be  Sunday, July 11th to 

schedule fall events (Preview: Laser Quest event on Sunday, 

Sept 19th) 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES! 

 

We congratulate the following graduates who were missed in the 

June newsletter.  

 

William Kieser III—Twin Valley High School 

 

Sam Yost—Millersville University 

 

 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS: 

 

Amy Schade, one of our members, and a local artist, will be hav-

ing an Art Show/ Watermedia opening reception on Tuesday, Au-

gust 10, 2010.  You are invited to attend this evening of art, and 

complimentary wine and hors d’oeurveres at the Y R Club in 

Wyomissing, from 6-8 p.m.   

 
 

FAMILY PROMISE UDDATE: 

The summer is here and Family Promise is going strong with assisting 

families through the network (thanks to our dedicated volunteers) and 

with expanded services through administering the stimulus funds for the 

County of Berks. We are able to assist families before they become 

homeless.  

 

Currently we have two families in the network and here is what they are 

doing… 

Yesenia, Richard and 4 children- Richard continues to work full time 

for Sweet Streets. They are currently in the process of qualifying for 

Next Step. The oldest child has completed his schooling for the summer 

and is attending summer camp at the Olivet’s. The three other children 

are ages 4, 3 and 1.  

 

Trisha and 1 child- Trisha recently obtained a job and is in the Next 

Step process. Her daughter is 1 year old and is in daycare.   

 

Our next host week here at Robeson is July 11-18. Please check the cal-

endar in the new foyer and consider helping.  If you have yet to be a 

part of this ministry, talk to other volunteers,  Allen Heilner or Char-

lotte Gehman and find out more.  WWJD? 
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Both Jr. and Sr. choirs 

are taking some time off 

for the months of July 

and August.  Sr. Choir 

will start up again on 

September 2.  We will 

have a picnic sometime 

in August.  Members of 

the Jr. Choir will have a 

Music Workshop on July10 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  We are en-

couraging those who would like to join to come to this special 

workshop. 

 

For the summer months we will have vocal and instrumental 

solos.  There are many talents.  If we would have some of the 

beautiful voices we hear in church join the Sr. Choir, we would 

have a nice, large choir.  As it is, we have only six members 

right now.  These people have been faithful and they are much 

appreciated.  At one time, we had eighteen members in the 

choir.  The choir’s responsibility is to lead the singing of 

hymns and to provide inspirational music.  

 

I am thinking about the Sr. Choir’s Christmas cantata we sing 

on Christmas Eve…will we have enough singers?!!! I hope so.  

If we don’t get more singers, we may not have a cantata.  I am 

praying this won’t happen and God will provide to us more 

singers.  I have faith that He will!! It would be wonderful to 

have the ―choir loft‖ in the balcony filled. 

 

Keep the faith, 

 

Sing from your heart and worship the Lord. 

Louise Wilson, Minister of Music 

 

 

 

 

 
    
  
  

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


