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  March 2010 

I want to take this opportunity to commend all 

of you who have participated in the Disaster 

Relief effort for the victims of the recent earth-

quake in Haiti.  In just the first two weeks of 

the response, offerings totaled $2479.26. I am 

sure by the time this newsletter is published, 

offerings will have gone higher than that.  In 

addition, there are persons such as Linda and I 

who have sent in offerings via Thrivent Finan-

cial for Lutherans, which adds to the total fur-

ther. 

 

Plowshares has also made klenli-kits to help 

with some very basic needs of the disaster vic-

tims. 

 

We can be sure that 100% of the money and 

gifts in kind that have been given for this dis-

aster have been or will be used in this disaster. 

 

One of the side-effects of a tragedy like this is 

that it gets so much media attention we forget 

about ongoing  needs in our own community. I 

urge you not to do that, as many of these local 

agencies are struggling mightily with the eco-

nomic slump the country is in at present.  I 

would hope that each of us would find it possi-

ble to make our support not ñeither-orò but 

ñboth-and.ò 

 

God bless you for all the good you are doing 

globally and locally. 

   Pastor Wickert  
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Web address:  

www.robesonlutheranchurch.org  

 

A mailbox is located outside the church office for anyone who has 

written information for staff, chairpersons, preschool, or other 

leaders. 

Rev. Grant Wickert, Interim Pastor  

Home:  610-939-9783  Office: 610-856-7242 

Office hours :  Tues.: 9-2; if this is not convenient, please call 

Email address:  grantwickert@verizon.net 

Rev. Luther Routteõ, Associate Pastor 

Home:  610-372-0536  Office:  610-856-7242 

Email address:  lroutte@verizon.net 

Susan J. Creed, Minister of Christian Ed. ñHome 610-777-8241 

Office Hours: M-TH 1-4:00   610-856-7242 

Email address:  screed@dejazzd.com 

Louise Wilson , Minister of MusicñHome: 610-273-3911 

Debbie DeMarco , Parish Secretary    

Home: 610-856-7386  Office: 610-856-7242  
Office Hours: M-TH 9-4; Friday 9-12:00 

Email address:  ddemarco@dejazzd.com 

Donna Kleinsmith , Office AssistantñT & Th 12:00-4:00 p.m. 

Email address:  dkleinsmith@dejazzd.com 

Donna Conte , Preschool Director    

Office Hours: M-Th 1-3; F 9-12  610-856-7613 
 

Council Officers: 

Terre Lewis, President  Richard Kleinsmith, V. Pres. 

John Lauer,  Secretary                      Dorothy Martin, Treasurer 
Kay Good, Treasurer Special Funds    

Peter Albohn, Financial Secretary 

Other Council Members:   

Chris Leister    Allison Horvath 

Tammy Taylor    David Fox 

Jane Meyers    Diane Morlock 

Zachary Schlouch 
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE:  

Nothing new to report at this time. 

Thank you, 

Wendy Yost, Call Committee Chairperson 

 

 

DIGEST DEADLINE for April issue is Monday, March 

15.  Please have all your groupôs information into the 

church office by that date so it can receive due publicity.  

Thank you. 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER:  We are still looking for 

a part-time Youth Ministry Leader.  Key responsibilities 

will include overseeing special youth and preschool 

programs and events.  Previous experience working with 

children and youth highly valued.     If you or someone 

you know is interested please contact the church office 

@ 610-856-7242 or email information to  

ddemarco@dejazzd.com  

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME:  Please remember to set 

your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday 

night, March 13th, before you go to bed.  

We want you to be ñbright-eyed and 

bushy-tailedò for worship and Sunday 

School on March 14th, when daylight 

savings time starts.  

Ahh, spring!!!! 
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MARCH SERVICES AND EVENTS 

 
March 6ð5:30 p.m. Saturday Evening 

  Communion Service 

 

March 7ðThird Sunday in Lent 

 7:45 & 10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:00 SCS 

 

March 14ðFourth Sunday in LentðDaylight savings begins 

 7:45 & 10:15 a.m. Holy Communion  

 9:00 a.m. Sunday Church School  

 

March 21ðFifth Sunday in Lent 

 7:45 & 10:15 a.m.  Worship 

 9:00 a.m. Sunday Church School 

 Robeson Robins Easter Basket Raffle 

 Family Promise Guests arrive 

 

March 28ðSunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 

 7:45 & 10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:00 a.m. Sunday Church School 

 11:30 Healing Service 

 

 

A QUICK PREVIEW OF HOLY WEEK ðEASTER 

 

Thurs., April 1ð7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday  

          Communion Service 

Friday, April 2ð3:00 & 7:00 p.m.ðGood Friday Services 

Sat., April 3ð5:30 p.m. Saturday Evening Communion Service 

Sun., April 4ð6:30, 7:45, & 10:15 a.m.ðEaster Communions 

  9:00 a.m.ðEaster Brunch 

 

In addition, there will be an Egg Hunt for the children on Satur-

day, April 3 at 2 p.m. 

 

More details will appear in the April Digest. 
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LENTEN MIDWEEK  

PROGRAMS 

 

 Lent can be such an en-

riching time of the year 

for all of us if we take 

advantage of the oppor-

tunities the church of-

fers. 

 

 Our Wednesday eve-

ning services this year 

mostly have a mission focus.  Each one is preceded by a 

ñsoup and sandwichò supper at 6:00 p.m.  The highlights of 

the 7:00 p.m. services for March are as follows: 

 March 3ðJames and Tracy Snyder ñChalk Talkò 

       (an inspiring mix of music and art) 

 March 10ðDawn Baxter, Director  

         West Berks Mission District 

 March 17ðRev. Larry Hummer 

         Humanitarian Mission to Cuba 

 March 24ðRev. George Kinney 

         Presentation on Tanzania Mission Trip 

 March 31ðNo Service on Wed. in Holy Week 

 

 

 

For those unable to come out at night, 

Pastor Routte is leading a Bible Study 

at noon called, ñWhich Way to 

Easter?ò This begins with soup and 

bread at noon.   

 

Weôll be looking for you at either or 

both of these enriching Wednesday Lenten opportunities. 
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CHRISTIAN ED. NEWS 

 

BAOBAB BLAST  

Vacation Bible 

School 

June 21-25, 2010 

9:00 a.m.-Noon 
 

 Leaders needed for: 

Decorating new foyer 

Science Center, Recreation Center.  Contact Sue Creed if 

you feel ñthe callò to lead one of these positions. 

screed@dejazzd.com; 610-856-7242 

 

SPORTS CAMP 

Afternoons of Vacation Bible School Week 

Pastor Routte is excited to have a sports camp each 

afternoon following VBS.  Each day will be a dif-

ferent sport.  This schedule will be available in the 

near future, along with registration forms.  This 

event is for youth who have finished K or 1st? 

through 6th grade. 

 

CAMP NOAH INTEREST: 

A few youth in our church are interested in being part of a 

team which would participate in a project for Camp Noah.  

As of now the destination is uncertain.  It could be West Vir-

ginia or Texas or elsewhere in the U.S.  Any youth 18 and 

older who would like to help with this one week mission 

event during the summer should contact Jenn Padron or Sue 

Creed. 

 

SCS ADULT PARENTING CLASS will begin a new study 

ñEffective Parenting in a Defective World.,ò a 9 session 

course on DVD.  It contains perspectives on understanding 

Godôs principles for child-rearing in our modern world. It is 

intended for all parents no matter what your childôs age. 
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The Finance/Stewardship Committee encourages every member 

of the congregation to be present on Sunday, March 21st for wor-

ship.  We have developed a rather complete Time and Abilities 

survey to determine where and how every member would like to 

become involved in the ministries of our congregation in the year 

ahead. 

 

Stewardship is about much more than money, as important as that 

is.  To be good stewards, God calls us to look at our God-given 

abilities, time, and energy as we look at how we can use those 

gifts for the upbuilding of the church of Jesus Christ and the com-

munity around us. 

 

There will be a make-up opportunity to complete this sheet after 

each service on March 28th. 

 

Thank you for your full participation in this endeavor. 
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COMMITTEE  NEWS 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY: 

Quilt Till You Wilt - This group just celebrated its 5-year an-

niversary.  While the number of quilters has dwindled, there are 

about 6 dedicated members who come out monthly to cut, sew, 

layer and tie the quilts.  The current batch that is on display will 

be very soon boxed up and driven to a drop point in Harrisburg 

or York to then make the trip to the LWR warehouse in Balti-

more, MD.  From there, they will be baled and sent where most 

needed.  We are told that the warehouse is nearly empty of 

quilts. 

 This special ingathering is for quilts and health kits to 

replace those that have already been shipped to Haiti.  We can-

not say whether these quilts will go to Haiti, but we do know 

that LWR is connected in many places in the world and they 

will be given to a person or family in need.  I read a heart-

warming bit on the LWR website that a large shipment of quilts 

was scheduled to be sent to Sierra Leone a very poor country.  

And when the earthquake struck Haiti, LWR asked the Sierra 

Leone group that was anticipating delivery of quilts if they 

could wait, and their response was that they are poor and can-

not do anything for Haiti, but this is something we can do.  The 

poor helping the poorer.  What more then, can we be doing, 

those of us that live so well? 

 The quilt ministry is grateful for all the donations of 

cotton fabric and sheets that we have received.  These dona-

tions help to keep the cost of making the quilts down and the 

variety keeps our quilts interesting.  Did you happen to spot the 

one we nicknamed ñAlien Musiciansò? 

 Please pray that in addition to the physical warmth, the 

quilt recipients will feel the love and care we are sending them 

as well. 

 

The Quilters meet on the first Saturday of the month from 9-2 

in Hoeffer Hall and welcomes newcomersé.no experience 

necessary!                                              (continued on page 9) 
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Health Kits ï Thank you to all who have brought in towels, 

toothbrushes, nail clippers, soap and the other components of the 

Health Kits.  The Plowshares will be putting these together.  Itôs 

hard to think of these items as a gift, but try to go a day without 

them! 

 

 How much do you love your warm bed during these cold winter 

months?  Opportunity House is an amazing ministry that helps 

house the homeless.  They would appreciate donations of sleeping 

bags (new or gently used &clean).  Bring them to the church or 

contact Rudy and Annalies Visser. 

 

 It Was Souper All right! ï Thank you to all whodonated to the 

Soup Pots and/or attended the first Souper Bowl Lunch.  A whop-

ping $566.55 was received and this will surely put a smile on the 

face of the folks at the Lutheran Pantry.  We hope you enjoyed our 

8 Great soups and we appreciate all the food donations that made it 

possible to donate all the proceeds to help those whose cupboards 

are bare.  And Thank You for keeping Dave Fox busy delivering 

the ongoing food donations from the grocery cart. 

 

 Family Promise ï The calendar is shaping up for our next host 

week March 21-28.  But, WE NEED YOU!  This could be your 

chance to try that new recipe or bring your best friend for a sleep-

over at church for some catch-up time.  It may not be your best 

night of sleep ever, but your heart will be singing when you think 

about helping keep families safe and off the street for one more 

night.  Remember, the beauty of this program is that it keeps fami-

lies together during a stressful time.  Most shelters do not.  See Al-

len Heilner, Jane Myers, Beth Konopka or Charlotte Gehman to see 

where you fit best. 

 

 Robeson Lutheran Church is a great place to worship, learn, fel-

lowship and serve Our Great Lord.  Thank you on behalf of the So-

cial Ministry Committee for supporting our various projects and 

working with us. 

Please take a packet of Flower Seeds from the basket in the new 

foyer as a Thank You. 

    Sincerely,    Charlotte Gehman 
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YOUTH NEWS:   
 

Plowshares (a part of our Social Ministry team) ï This group 

has had a busy first year, and theyôre bubbling over with ideas 

for the future.  After putting together the health kits and making 

dog beds from old towels for the Animal Rescue League, they 

will begin working on setting up a recycling center at RLC.  

This group would welcome any member who wishes to lead the 

group in a service project.  This could be your chance to ad-

vance a cause that is close to your heart.  See Bonnie Lauer or 

Charlotte Gehman to discuss your idea. 

 

Sr. Youth:  Please see Jenn Padron or Chris Gerace to become 

a part of this group (7-12 grade) and find out what events are 

scheduled.   

 

A Request from One of Our Youth: 

Hello, 

   This year I will be playing my part and participating in the 

Polar Plunge in Lewes, Delaware on March 14th. What I will 

be specifically doing is running into the cold ocean to help 

raise money for a good cause, the Special Olympics. What I am 

currently in the process of doing is raising money for this 

event. I am asking anyone who is able and willing to sponsor 

me to please do so through a very safe and secure online site 

called Firstgiving.com. Also I have a pledge form that people 

can donate and give the money to me if they do not feel secure 

with going online.My site is Firstgiving.com/meghanbrown3 

Thanks for your help!  Sincerely,  Meghan Brown  
 

 3 Day 60 mile Walk:  Meghan is also planning to walk in the 

3 Day Walk for Breast Cancer research.  She was planning to 

do this by herself but now would like to walk in memory of 

Libby Repinsky and is asking for others from our church and 

community to join her and walk in Libbyôs memory.  Please let 

her know if you would be interested. Brown, Meghan H 

[MB687417@wcupa.edu] 
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OUTREACH: 
 

The Outreach Committee asks you to keep the family of 

Libby Repinsky in your prayers. Many of you may know that 

Libby was on our committee. Even when she wasnôt feeling 

up to par she always had a smile on her face. She fought a 

courageous battle with her disease and is now at peace in 

heaven with the Lord. All of us on the committee will miss 

her laughter and smile at our meetings. 

 

  

Through the month of March the Outreach Committee will 

be collecting old cell phones for the Cell Phones For Soldiers 

program. The program refurbishes the phones for sale and 

the money collected is used to buy calling cards for the sol-

diers. There will be a box in the new foyer to collect the 

phones. Please make sure the phone is deactivated and 

turned off. Keep the battery attached to the phone. For more 

information on the program go to 

www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com 

 

  

We had an email from the Hartwigs. They will be in the U.S. 

sometime this summer. The exact time and date of their arri-

val is unknown at this time. We have invited them to speak 

at our church. We hope to be able to have a supper or lunch-

eon with a presentation from them. More info will follow 

when their schedule is known. 

 

 

Diane Morlock 

Co-Chairperson 
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 Menôs Group 
The men continue to meet for breakfast on the second 

Saturday of each month at 7:30 a.m. here in our own 

Hoeffer Hall.  They are always looking for more men to 

join the group. 

The next Menôs Breakfast is scheduled for March 13.. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Robeson Robins Senior Group Calendar 

 

The Robins are going to see Joseph at Sight and Sound on March 

16. Those with reservations, please be at the 

church by 11:00 a.m.  

 

On March 17, the group will be going to breakfast 

and the play ñAnything Goesò at Twin Valley 

High School.  Cost for this event is only $5.00!  

Please see Billie if you are interested or call the 

church office.  Deadline for tickets is March 7th...NO EXCEP-

TIONS!  

 

Everyone 55 years or older is invited to come and have a 

fun time! 
 

Please support the Robeson Robins by buying a ticket for their 

Easter Basket on March 21st! 

 

Robeson Preschool News:   

Enrollment for the 2010-2011 school year is 

now open.  There are still limited openings so 

please call 610-856-7613 or go on our website 

robesonlutheranchurch.org and print an appli-

cation form and drop it off at the preschool 

office.   
 

 

 


