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AThen an angel of the
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sto you is born this day in the city of David a
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Luke 2:911

In this blessed month of December, we
find ourselves in the season of Advent; a time
of preparation for the coming of our Lord.
However, it seems like every year it gets
harder to keep oneds n
Certainly some of this is due to the excitement
in our own hearts as we long for the Christmas
celebration. However, we are also pressured
by the many advertisers and store owners who
continue to push Christmas marketing earlier
every year.

And as they market Christmas to us,
we find ourselves in the possession of cou-
pons and ads and catalogues, often picturing
happy folks with radiant smiles holding vari-
ous types of gifts. Each advertisement seems
¢0. promise that if we buy the right gift, then
we too can have that same joy, and we too can
bring that joy to others. Unfortunately what is
left out of the picture is the reality that such
joy is only temporary; at best, material gifts
bring only fleeting joy. (continued on p. 4)
Senior s
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A mailbox is located outside the church office for anyone who has Happy Birthday to our Seniors!
written information for staff, chairpersons, preschool, or other '

leaders. . \'ﬂ
Rev. Michael Ware, Pastor . +
Home: 6108750015 Office: 6108567242 DECEMBER 126 Bill Moore :
Office hours : Wednesday and Thursday12 and 1:3€B:00; JANUARY: H Xgﬁg@f You
Day off: Monday; 128 Jerry Hoffert e, BIRTHDAY!
Email address: revmikeware@gmail.com 135 DickyStufert
Rev. Luther Routted, Associ at e 2058 Frances Mountz
Home: 6103720536 Office: 6108567242
Email address: Iroutte@verizon.net )
Susan J. Creed, Minister of Christian Edi Home 610777-8241 E\%MI\IANaS:#aPFIZIbTEaBrRTQRY'
Office Hours: MTH 1-4:00 610856-7242 Barbara Hardinad Fe{)ruar 57
Email address: screed@dejazzd.com 9 y
Meghan Brown , Minister of Musi@ Home: 610856-1577
Email address: MB687417@wcupa.edu Di .
id we miss anyone? Il f you ar

Debbie DeMarco , Parish Secretary

Home: 6108567386 Office: 61856-7242

Office Hours: MTH 9-4; Friday9-12:00

Email address: ddemarco@dejazzd.com

Donna Kleinsmith , Office Assistarit T & Th 12:0084:00 p.m.

55 and wish to be included on the birthday list, please call the
church office at 610-856-7242.

Email address: dkleinsmith@dejazzd.com PARISH REGISTER
Dale Creed, Maintenance SupervigorM-Th mornings
Keely Bailey , Sextorfi Home: 6168565211 Funeral: _ _
Donna Conte , Preschool Director 11/12/1B Anneliese D. Deisemann, 100. Funeral was held at the
Office Hours: M, T, Th B: F912 6108567613 Bean Funeral Home with burial in Robeson Cemetery.
Council Officers: o ; /'f)’k\,", ¢
Dick Kleinsmith, President Chris Leister, V. President o 5 =D W,
John Lauer, Secretary Dorothy Matrtin, Treasurer S - 2
Kay Good, Treasurer Special Funds Co =
Lori Sifford, Financial Secretary o >
Other Council Members: & {,
Roger Mauchline Diane Morlock “('
Jane Meyers Stacia Gehman (youth) HAVE A

Web address: BLESSED

NEW YEAR!

www.robesonlutheranchurch.org
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FROM OUR MAILBOX :

Dear Pastors Michael, Luther and Friends of Christ at
Robeson Lutheran,

Thank you so muah Asante sana for your offerings, and
interest during our recent visit. Thanks so much for support-
ing Tanzania Hospice work these many years.

Kristopher and Rebecca Hartwig

Thankful greetings,

| write to you today to express my gratitude for your support.
Your gifts to ELCA Missionary Sponsorship support over 240
missionaries working hand in hand with our global neighbors
in 50 countries around the world.

We can only do our work because of the ongoing support we
receive from people like you. Together we are making a dif-
ference and for this, | give thanks.

Hand in hand with you,

The Rev. Twila Schock, Director

ELCA Missionary Sponsorship and Global Appeals

Thank you so much for all your thoughts and prayers during
my recent hospital stay. Thanl
visits. It was all greatly appreciateeHeather Vallet & family

COMMUNITY NEWS:

BREAKFASTS Geigertown Fire CompadyFirst Sunday;
Brecknock Fire Compaidy Second Sunday; St. Benedict
R.C.Churcld third Sunday; Joanna Furn@&cé&hird Saturday,
7-11 a.m..

PORK AND SAUERKRAUT Family Style (take out also)
January 1st, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Brecknock Fire Company,
1153 Kurtz Mill Road, Mohnton. Adult $9.25; Sr. Citizen
(60+) $8.75; Children @2) $5.75; Children 5 and under free.

DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES

DEC. 18 7:45 & 10:15 a.mWorship

DEC. 28 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
6:00 p.m. Family Service

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:00 SCS

8:00 p.m. Traditional Service with Cantata
10:15 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service

DEC. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY

JAN.

JAN.

JAN.

JAN.

JAN.

JAN.

one service at 10:85Service of Lessons and Carols
No SCS; No Healing Service

16 10:15 a.m. (one service only); No SCS
First Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion

. , o V'/
75 5:30 Saturday Evening Communic e hreins &l

10:15 SCS Christmas Program:
Babybs First Christmas?o

15 7:45 & 10:15 Worship; 9:00 SCS
22D 7:45 & 10:15 Worship; 9:00 SCS; Healing Service

29 7:45 & 10:15 Youth Sunday; 9:00 SCS



(continued from page 1)

In contrast to this, you and | have been presented with
the angel's message, a message that brings joy that aDles.
not be afraid, the Messiah has been bokmew hope lives
among us, coming to us in the form of a child, a savior for all!

This biblical message reminds us that the true and ever-
lasting source of joy is in God's love for Ugsus coming to
bring us forgiveness and new lif&nd in this love, He invites
us into His family and assures us of a home in heairethis
way, Christ brings a genuine joy to all who receive him with a
humble heart, and we can be sure that by trusting in Christ,
abiding in him, obeying and serving him as our Lord, we will
find joy that lasts a lifetime and beyond.

With that hope we pray, come Lord Jesus; come to us and to all
people. Abide with us, and fill our hearts with love and joy this
season. Amen.

May God bless you and keep you!

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Michael

BAD WEATHER INFORMATION
In case of inclement weather please tune in to WEEU Radip or
WFMZ TV to see if church services and/or events have beegn
cancelled. It is our policy that if Twin Valley Schools are can-
celled due to bad weather then all church activities for that
evening are also cancelled.
Please remember that if you are without heat and/or electri
you are welcome to stay at the church (if there is electric
here). We also have hot showers! Just call first to check.

(x4
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PROTECT
RECYCLING OPPORTUNITIES:

HELP YOUR CHURCH AND COMMU-
NITY:

Please bring in your useéwk cartridges (any
kind) and we will recycle them at 3
Staples earning $2 each for the church. &
Cell phones, eyeglasses, good used clothing [NgGS e
also continue to be collected for local ministri GOD’S

Paper Recycling Binsare located at the rear o EARTH
Hoeffer Hall to accept yourewspaper, magazines, office
paper, Ajaeicn kK0 mai I

We now have a recycling container near our dumpster at the
outside door to Hoeffer Hall. If you empty cans or bottles at
the church please put them in the red containers found
around the church or directly in the recycling container in-
stead of the trash. (Please do not bring your cans and bottles
from home to be recyclédwe are paying for this container.)

Plan of Giving Cards

We were not able to mail out the plan of giving

cards as early as expected. However, the cards have
now been mailed so please return your card over

the Christmas season if you are able. Thanks to all
of you who have already returned yours!
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TREASUREROGS REPORT: YOU WONOGT WANT TO MI S¢

THE CHI LDRENOGOS CHRI STMAS

Income for November: $22,014.73

Other Income: $ 3,952.60 (in/out)
Checks issued for November: $24,940.87
Checking balance brought forth: $15,593.19
Checking balance as of 11/30/201$16,646.65

Unpaid Bills: none

Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Martin, Treasurer

SPECIAL FUNDS REPORT:

TOTAL ASSETS: 9/30/2011 $ 98,441.87
Special funds received in November: 297.00
Bazaar Proceeds 1,771.90
Outflow:

Council Discretionary Fund 100.00
TOTAL ASSETS:  11/30/2011 $100,361.94

-Kay Good, Treas. Spec. Funds

oDl GEST6 DEADLI NE

Pl ease publicize your groupo6s/ «

by having your next newsletter article in to the office by January
17 for the February Digest. Thank you.

REMINDER Committee reports are due in the church office on
the first Thursday of the month for the council meeting which will
be held on the 2nd Thursday.

ALTAR FLOWERS and BULLETIN SPONSOR openifisase

check the schedule page for any openings and if you are interested

please call Donna at the church office. Reminder: Altar flowers
cost is $33 and bulletins are $25.

Sunday, January 8th at 10:15 a.m.
" Baby's First

= The children of the
church have been prac-
ticing for many weeks to
present this ageless show
featuring music and
drama that center around
the true meaning of
Christmas, as seen
through the eyes of a little child. This ornery child seems to
enjoy the material aspects of Christmas a bit more than most.
However, through memorable songs and humorous-story
telling, all of us will realize there is more to Christmas than
just "...a pile of presents under the Christmas tree."

Children’s \\/ Christmas'
Christmas_

@

"Baby's First Christmas" will be presented on Sunday, January
8th at the 10:15 service. A fellowship time of light refresh-
ments will follow the service. Please invite friends and family
to attend. This is a wonderful way to bring the Christmas sea-
son to a close and honor Epiphany. Despite what the world
tells us, Christmas BEGINS on Christmas Day, lasts 12 days
and culminates in Epipharg/time of revealing the Messiah to
all the world.

Final Rehearsals for everyone in the program:

Saturday, Dec. 17 8 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Speaking/nospeaking, costume fittings, scenery, tech and crew checks
Wednesday, Dec. 28 6 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Full Cast rehearsal and Party

Thursday, Jan. 5 8 5:15-7 p.m.

Run through (if needed)

Saturday, Jan. 7 6 10 a.m. -12 p.m.

Final Dress RehearsalFull Cast

Sunday, Jan.80Ar ri ve at 9:00 a.m. for Perfor ma

Christmasdé at 10: 15 a. m.
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\W‘ Wed. cHINESE NEWYEAR

hﬁChUVCh DINNER AND PROGRAM
//, Night

January 4, 2012
5:30i 7:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited to join our church
family for a meal of traditional Chinese
food followed by a program on the Chi- &
nese Lunar New Yedr Year of the
Dragon! This is an important annual fe
tival celebrated by Chinese round the
globe. The festival is based on the Chi-
nese calendar and starts on the first
month and ends on the fifteenth day of the first month. Since all
the hustle and bustle of the holidays will be over, plan to come
out and learn more about and celebrate the Chinese New Year.
Bonnie Lauer is coordinating this event so please see her if you
are able to help.

%)

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY:
P1ZZA MAKING
FEBRUARYd5:307:30 p.m.

Our final Church Night (February 1, 2012) before
Lent begins will feature Sal Russo the owner of La-
Cantina Italian Restaurant in Knauers. Sal will show
us how to make pizza from scratch and theml-
dren will have the opportunity to make a pizza for our meal
that evening. Families who will be attending will be asked to
bring one item for a salad bar. There may be a bit of entertain-
ment while the pizzas are baking??? The pizza making demon-
stration will begin at 5:30. There will be a fregll offering to
cover the cost of the pizza. Keep an eye on the Sunday bulletin
for a registration form in early January.
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Mends Group
The men of Robeson Lutheran Church continue to meet
for breakfast and fellowship on the second Saturday of
each month at 7:30a.m. here in our own Hoeffer Hall.
This is a greabpportunityto get to know your brothers
in Christ and learn more about your faith through brief
bible study and mutual conversation. Come and see how
the men of Robeson live out théliscipleship. The next
Men's Breakfast is scheduled for January 14.

ARobeson Hammer so
Helping Members in need
with Minor Repairs at Home

The Robeson Hammers group is presently assisting members of
our congregation with minor repairs and small projects that make
their homes safer and more comfortable. We are in need of more
volunteers to help with this much appreciated ministry to assist
members with minor repairs in their home. We are especially in
need of someone who can repair small engines such as lawn mow-
ers and someone who is comfortable doing small electrical pro-
jects. Please call Bill Haney at 6404-1108 if you are willing to
volunteer.

We would also like to know of anyone needing this kind of assis-
tance. If you can use some help please do not hesitate to give us a
calll Please contact Bill Haney 6404-1108, John Lauer 610
286-0800, Charlotte Gehman 6286-7338, or the church office to
volunteer or to arrange for some help.



